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away. ‘‘He will be ruined,’’ said he, ‘‘ as soon as
he reaches his country;’’ and, when he saw him
about to depart, he said, ‘“ Thou knowest well, my
dear comrade, how we have always lived on good
terms; let us continue in this friendship; remember
that, before we knew God, we lived like beasts; let
us not return to our early ignorance; be careful of
thyself, do not forget what has been taught us.”” He
said this with great gentleness, and finally offered
him a little present that we had given him, in token
of the love he bore him. He did other things
that were greatly to our edification. Some canoes
having arrived from his country, seeing that they
carried some sick people, he went to visit them, and,
though hardly a catechumen, he acted as Preacher.
‘“TIt is no wonder,’’ said he to them, ‘‘ that we are so
seldom healed, and so often die; we do not know the
Master of life, we do not pray to him; on the con-
trary, we are continually displeasing him.” His
countrymen [226 i.e., 222] asking him in what they
could have offended him, he explained to them the
Commandments of God, and then said to them, ‘‘ We
lead a life exactly contrary to these words.”” ‘‘ But,
after all’’ (they replied to him) ‘“do the French
never steal, are they never unchaste?’’ ‘‘The good
ones,” he answered, ‘‘ never commit these sins; the
others, who are guilty of them, repent and ask God’s
pardon for them, and he is merciful to them; but,
as for us, we plunge into our offenses without ever
correcting them.” These poor folk looked at each
other with astonishment, at seeing a young Barba-
rian of their nation become a Preacher of the law of
the great God. Asthey often came into our house and
cast their eyes upon some paper pictures, this young



